Alto Adige: 24 expert-rated wines to try

Did vou know the Alto Adige DOC has 20 permitted varieties? IL's a jewel [or wine
lovers looking Lo explore and enjoy. Below, our expert Richard Baudains selects
24 wines vou need Lo Lry.

Richard Bandains
December 10, 2025

> Alto Adige Highlights Tastings Home

For Austrians and Germans, and a great number of the people who live there, it is the
Siidtirol’ - the southern province of the Tyrol. For ltalians, it is the ‘Alto Adige’ the Upper
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Vallev of the river Adige.
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This hilingual province on the border with Austria is a meeting place of cultures created
by the twists and turns of history. What is now the Trentino-Alto Adige region spent more
of the last 200 vears of its history under Austrian rule than Italian. and it was only after SN
the defeat of the Austrio-Hungarian Empire in WWI that it was incorporated into Italy.

Not least of the influences of its cultural heritage regard the wine production of this
fascinating border area. Grapes of northern European origin grow alongside
international and local varieties: barriques coexist with giant casks with elaborate carved
heads: and in many cellars the chiel winemaker still retains the title of “kKellermeister”.

The wine growing areas of the Alto Adige streteh north from the border with the

neighbouring Trentine in the shape of aletter *Y"

The lower part, the Bassa Atesina. follows the valley of the Adige to Balzano, where
viticulture branches northeast into the Isarco Valley towards Bressanone, and northwest
past Merano, into the Venosta Valley,



Niedrist Ignaz, Lago di Caldaro / Kalterersee,
Classico Superiore, Alto Adige/Sudtirél. Trentino-
Alto-Adige, Italy 2024

+ Add to My Wines

S ] Candied cherry and almonds on the nose, with a floral nuance around
the edges. On the palate the tannins are fine and dry, the fruit flavours

succulent and long, and the finish has a gentle earthy erip which sends...

Points 96




Niedrist Ignaz, Limes Pinot Bianco, Alto
Adige/Siidlirol. Trentino-Alto Adige, Italy 2022

+ Add to My Wines

‘Limes’ 1s the name ol the vinevard but, there is also more than a hint of
ereen lime in the aromas ol this wine, together with notes of pear and
Mediterranean herbs. On the palate it is full-bodied. bone drv and...

NIEDRIST

Points 95
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